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We are enthused and excited about our commitment 
to your child’s education.  At all levels of our educational 
system we are determined to produce a vehicle that educates 
all students and is the pride of the community. Our teach-
ers and staff are dedicated professionals, poised to deliver a 
best in class education to our students. It truly takes a village 
to educate and raise a child, and we encourage all parents 
and families to play a role in your student’s academic and 
social life. Without your support, we are at a disadvantage. 
Be involved, we need you. Our goal is to ensure that every 
student is career and/or college-ready by their graduation 
date; as a district, we are striving to meet the needs of the 
21st Century. On the American forefront, technology and 
informational advances are improving how we engage daily 
life. With this, the Laurel Highlands School District is striv-
ing to provide every grade level with the means and tools 
necessary to successfully navigate our ever changing world. 

Our high school renovation project has moved along 
nicely. We are excited about the progress and are look-
ing forward to a completion date during the summer of 
2014. We hope to deliver to the students, staff, and com-
munity a building that meets the educational needs of 
our students today and tomorrow. We anticipate a build-
ing that everyone in the community can have pride in. 

In closing, we are striving to meet the needs, goals, and 
aspirations of all students, parents, and community members. 
We take pride in our responsibility to mold and educate our 
students. I wish all students and families the very best dur-
ing this academic year; we will exceed your expectations! 

     Respectively,

     Jesse T. Wallace
     Superintendent
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 Lynn Andaloro        Beverly Beal       Jamie D’Andrea-Miller
 Angelo Giachetti        Melvyn Sepic  Ira Chrise
 Norma Santore        William Elias  Tom Landman
      

          Student Representatives            Assistant Secretary to the Board
            Aaliyah Winfrey and Colin McKee          Kim Pegg   
           

EQUAL RIGHTS AND
 OPPORTUNITIES POLICY

The Laurel Highlands School District is an equal op-
portunity educational institution and will not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, age, disability, religion, ancestry, union mem-
bership, or any other legally protected classification in its 
educational programs, activities or employment practices, 
as required by Title VI, Title IX, Sections 503 and 504, 
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990.

For information regarding civil rights or grievance 
procedures, contact Mr. Jesse Wallace, Title IX and Sec-
tions 503 and 504 Coordinator at Laurel Highlands School 
District, 304 Bailey Avenue, Uniontown, PA 15401, 
724-437-2821, or the Director of the Office for Civil 
Rights, Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 
Washington, D.C.

Equal access to the full range of programs available 
to individuals who are non-handicapped or non-disadvan-
taged will be provided to individuals who are handicapped 
or disadvantaged.  Eligibility and admissions criteria to 
school programs are nondiscriminatory.

LAUREL HIGHLANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT IS  
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Laurel Highlands School 

District, in partnership with students, families, 
and the community, is to provide a rigorous, 
meaningful, and relevant education which pre-
pares students to become productive members 
of an ever-changing global society

Age Waiver Public Notice

This newsletter is a production of the Desktop 
Publishing/Newspaper class and is under the 
sponsorship of Mrs. Joanne Savini.  The follow-
ing students are members of the class:

The Highliter Staff

Zach Uhazie
Megan Zimcosky
Zack Mitchell
Zeke Beatty
Gino Mollica

Natalie Kunkel
Gianna Mollica

Michaela Rendina
Lucy Rockwell

Abby Wingrove

Nikki Savini - Editor

Due to the decrease of enrollment and small class-
es in the Laurel Highlands School district, special 
education may be out of compliance because of age 
range according to PDE. A student with a disability 
eligible to receive special education services may not 
be placed in a class in which the chronological age 
from the youngest to oldest student varies beyond 
three years in the grades K-6 and four years in grades 
7-12 unless an exception determined to be appropri-
ate by the IEP team of the students whose names are 
outside the age range of the program where the stu-
dents would be receiving special education services 
(22Pa. School Code14.42(f)) A statement will be 
written in students’ IEPs indicating age differences. 
Parents will also sign a waiver informing them of the 
age range of their child’s special education program 
and their child’s IEP will not be adversely affected by 
this change. Their child’s needs will be met through 
the student’s IEP.
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Over $25,000 has been donated from various 
individuals and corporations to update equipment 
in the LHSD weight room and over $49,000 from 
a grant for the physical education exercise room.  
Mr. Larry Zebley, board member, spear-headed 
the weight room project promoting the need to 
update the equipment.  The process started over a 
year ago.  The equipment was outdated and not as 
safe as the new modern equipment.  “It has been 
modernized,” states Mr. Zebley.  The goal was to 
provide equipment for all students to be able to use 
in all sports as well as all the physical education 
classes.”  Mr. Joe Pergar, Physical Education 
instructor and coach, worked on the Highmark 
Foundation Grant with Mr. Jason Dunham and 
the physical education department in order to 
attain new equipment for an up-to-date exercise 
room.  The grant provided students with exercise 
bikes, rowing machines, medicine balls, bands, 
rubberized body bars, and stability balls.  The 
students really enjoy using the equipment as well 
as learning proper health and wellness techniques.  
Obviously, many students will be able to benefit 
from the new equipment in the weight room and 
the exercise room.  The new equipment is much 
safer for students to work out and utilize throughout 
the year.  The physical education teachers and 
coaches really enjoy the new equipment and the 
layout of the rooms.  The Laurel Highlands School 
District and Mr. Zebley would like to thank all 
those involved in donating funding and making the 
process successful.  Mr. Zebley states, “the students 
of LH and the athletic community should be very 
proud of what has been accomplished in one year.” 

Mr. Jesse Wallace, Superintendent: “We are 
proud of the commitment from our community 
in  a  ass is t ing our  a thlet ic  and s tudent 
endeavors. Teamwork is the foundation of 
every successful organization. Thank you.”

Mr. Joe Pergar, Physical Education Teacher 
and Softball Coach: “From a physical education 
standpoint, there are more options for our students 
and the new equipment is safer. I just want to 
thank everyone involved in helping to provide 
better opportunities for all of our students.”

Mr. Zack Just, Football coach and PIMS 
coordinator: “The weight room looks a lot better. 
There is more space and safer equipment for our 
students. The key will be to get more students 
in the room using it. Also, Mr. Pergar should 
be commended for his efforts with the new 
exercise room at the high school. It’s great for our 
students to have a nice facility to work out in.”

Mr. Tom Landman, Retired LH teacher and 
Baseball coach: “The weight room looks absolutely 
wonderful. All the kids will be able to benefit from 
it. This is a great starting point and the ground work 
has been set for a state of the art weight room.”

Mr. Zach Sipe, Soccer coach and LH long-
term substitute: “It is great to have everyone 
working together and much safer equipment 
for all students. On behalf of the soccer 
program, the new equipment has helped our 
students to stay healthy throughout the season.”

Mr. Mike Zavada, Wrestling coach: “I’m happy 
everyone is coming together. The wrestling 
program has come a long way from shutting 
down to now a winning season. All students 
will benefit from this equipment and can come 
anytime I’m here. We need and want students in 
the weight room to have the competitive edge.

Laurel Highlands Students Have Access to New Equipment
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The Laurel Highlands School District uses the 
following procedures for screening, identifying, 
and evaluating specified needs of school-aged 
students requiring special programs of service.

The district meets the health screening 
requirements as described in Section 1402 of the 
School Code.  The district routinely conducts 
screenings of a child’s hearing acuity in following 
grades:  Kindergarten, 1, 2, 3, 7, and 11, and other 
grades according to need.  Visual acuity is screened 
in every grade.  Height and weight data are collected 
yearly at every grade level and Body Mass  (BMI) 
is calculated. Visual acuity, hearing acuity, height 
and weight screenings are conducted throughout 
the school year at the child’s home school. School 
nurses work with the private schools (such as 
Montessori, New Directions, etc.) to provide required 
screenings.  Dental exams are conducted in the 
spring of each school year in Kindergarten, grades 
3 and 7 at the respective schools.  Physical exams 
are conducted in the spring of each year.  Physicals 
are conducted in Kindergarten, grades 6 and 11, 
as well as scoliosis screenings in grades 6 and 7.

Kindergarten registration is held in the spring of 
each year.  Currently all school districts throughout 
Fayette County are holding kindergarten registration 
during the same week in order to take advantage 
of local media to inform parents of the need to 
register students who will attend kindergarten 
in the fall.  Students are to accompany parents 
when registering for kindergarten.    During the 
registration, kindergarten teachers will screen each 
student’s readiness skills, speech/language therapists 
will screen the student’s articulation and language 
abilities, and the nurse will review the student’s health 
record including immunizations.  Classroom teachers 
assess gross motor and fine motor skills, academic 
skills, and social-emotional skills on an on-going 
basis and referrals made for follow-up when needed.

Throughout the school year, the district will 
administer standardized tests to students, beginning 
in kindergarten. These tests may include the Group-
Mathematics Assessment and Diagnostic Evaluation 

(GMADE) and Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early 
Literacy Skills (DIBELS) administered in K, 1, and 
2.  4-Sight tests will be administered throughout 
the year in grades 3-8.  Results of these tests are 
provided to the parent/guardian each year.  In 
addition, elementary teachers will test students to 
see if they have learned the particular skill being 
taught.  These tests are given throughout the year.  

The Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 
(PSSA) is administered at the mandate grade levels 
each school year.   Other testing occurs on the 
basis of individual need.  Vocational interest tests 
may be given in the secondary schools.  Report 
cards are issued quarterly.  Any parent who has a 
question about the testing program should contact 
the Building Principal. The Pennsylvania Alternate 
School Assessment (PASA) is available for students 
who meet the eligibility for this assessment.

If the student is experiencing academic, social, 
and/or behavioral issues that are impacting the 
student’s education, then the student may be eligible 
for intervention to address the student’s concerns.  
Every attempt will be made to maintain the student 
in his/her regular education environment prior to 
considering special education services.  Screening 
information is utilized by a team consisting of the 
building principal, classroom teacher, guidance 
counselor, and school psychologist to determine 
if adjustments can be made in the child’s current 
program and/or if a multidisciplinary evaluation is 
warranted.  Once the student’s needs are identified 
the team will discuss strategies to implement in 
the child’s current program.  If a student does not 
make progress, parents will be asked to give written 
permission for a multidisciplinary evaluation.    

Parents with concerns regarding their child 
may contact the building principal at any time to 
request a screening or evaluation.  The request 
shall be in writing, if the request is made orally, 
the parent will be asked to make the request in 
writing and will be provided with the proper form.  
Communication with the parents and students shall 
be in English or their native language.  For parents 

Annual Public Notice of Child Find Activities
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with a hearing impairment, the school district will 
provide a person to communicate in sign language.

After the multidisciplinary evaluation is 
completed, an Evaluation Report (ER) is compiled 
with parent input and includes recommendations for 
the types of intervention necessary to accommodate 
the child’s specific needs. Parents are provided with 
a draft copy of the ER to review prior to the meeting 
where the results of the evaluation are explained and 
discussed.  An Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 
is developed for those students qualifying for special 
education services. This plan includes demographic 
information regarding the student; his/her strengths 
and needs with goals and objectives that address 
needs, along with specially designed instruction 
and related services necessary to accomplish the 
goals and objectives. The IEP Team consists of the 
following:  the parent, the building principal/LEA, 
a special education teachers and a regular education 
teacher.  Other team members may include:  the 
student when appropriate, the school psychologist, 
public agency representative, other teachers or 
specialists, other administrative staff, etc.  Parents are 
an integral part of the IEP team and are encouraged to 
be physically present at the IEP meeting.  The district 
makes every effort to ensure parent participation.  
The district notifies the parent in writing and makes 
documented phone calls to make parents aware of 
the IEP conference and the importance of parent 
participation.   Parents are then presented with a 
Notice of recommended Educational Placement 
(NOREP) with which they may agree or disagree.  
If parents agree, the IEP is implemented.  If parents 
disagree with the recommendation, the issue may 
be taken to mediation or to a due process hearing.

The Laurel Highlands School District operates 
a comprehensive continuum of services for special 
needs students.   For the most part identified 
exceptional students are served in their home school.  
Types of services available include:  Learning 
Support that is primarily for students with academic 
learning needs.   Life Skills Support that focuses 
primarily on the need for independent living skills.   
Emotional Support which addresses social and 

emotional difficulties, Multiple Disabilities Support 
which is for students with more than one disability, 
Physical Support for students who need is the result 
of a physical disability, Autistic Support for those 
students diagnosed with Autism and/or Pervasive 
Development Disorder, Speech/Language Support 
that is for students who have articulation and/or 
expressive/receptive language difficulties, Hearing 
Support for students who are hearing impaired/
deaf, Vision Support which is for students who are 
blind or visually impaired, and Gifted Support for 
those students identified as mentally gifted.  The 
Laurel Highland School District works closely with 
neighboring school districts and Intermediate Unit # 
1 to place students who cannot be served within the 
district.  The small number of students who needs 
cannot be accommodated in the public school setting 
can receive services in an approved private school 
such as New Directions, Communities in Schools- 
Success Academy within the Laurel Highlands School 
District or other licensed facilities at school district 
expense.   No such placement is made without an IEP 
meeting and parental agreement.  Laurel Highlands 
intends to serve students at the home school or within 
the district before considering other placements.

If a child does not qualify for special education 
services, he/she may still be considered a protected 
handicapped student and require services under 
Chapter 15.  A protected handicapped student is 
a student who is school aged with a physical or 
mental disability that substantially limits or prohibits 
participation in or access to any aspect of the school 
program.  The Laurel Highlands School District 
provides each protected handicapped student    the 
aids, services or accommodations which are needed to 
provide equal opportunity to participate in and obtain 
the benefits of the school program and extra curricular 
activities to the maximum extent appropriate to 
the student’s abilities.   If you believe your child 
comes under this classification and is in need of a 
service to assist him/her in benefiting from his/her 
education, you should contact your building principal.

The Laurel Highlands School District recognized 
the need to protect the confidentiality of personally 
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identifiable information in the education records of 
exceptional children.   The Laurel Highlands School 
District confidentiality Assurance Policy has been 
prepared as to insure the privacy rights of both the 
parents and the exceptional child in the collection, 
maintenance, release, and destruction of these records.   
The Laurel Highlands School District and its staff are 
required by Federal law and State and Federal Rules 
and Regulations to protect the rights of students.  
The foundation of these rights comes from Federal 
Legislation entitled the Family Educational rights 
and Privacy Act of 1974 – FERPA (also known as the 
Buckley Amendments).  All students are protected 
by the State Regulations contained in Chapter 12 
known as Student’s Rights and Responsibilities.   In 
addition, State Rules and regulations protect regular 
and special education students’ right and privacy.

School records are always open and available 
to parents and only to school officials who have 
legitimate “need to know” information about the 
child.  Disclosure of information means to permit 
the release, transfer or other communication of 
education records to any part, by oral, written 
and /or electronic means.  This means that 
information about a student cannot be shared in 
conversation without permission.   This also applies 
to other personnel who do no have an educationally 
relevant reason to possess knowledge student. 

The parents of a student or eligible student have 
the right to inspect and/or challenge their child’s or 
their own educational records, to receive copies of 
the records, and to have a school official explain 
the records if requested as outlined in the Laurel 
Highlands District Policy.  The school district will 
disclose directory information which includes:  the 
student’s name, address, telephone number, date and 
place of birth, major field of study, participation in 
officially recognized activities and sports, weights 
and heights of members of athletic teams, dates of 
attendance, degrees and awards received, the most 
recent previous educational agency of or institution 
attended by the student, and other similar information.  
Should the parent of a student or eligible student wish 
to refuse disclosure of this information, a written 

notice or refusal of disclosure of directory information 
must be sent to the Principal within twenty (20) 
days of this public notice.   To inspect your child’s 
or your records, contact the Building Principal.  

The Laurel Highlands School District will 
release information from a student’s education record 
without prior consent to officials of the other primary 
or secondary schools or school systems in which 
a student seeks or intends to enroll.   Transcripts 
to post-secondary institutions in which a student 
seeks or intends to enroll will be sent upon request 
of parents of a student or eligible student.   Parents, 
upon written request, may receive a copy of records 
that may be released by the school district.  The 
parents have the right to request that their child’s 
or their educational records be changed if they are 
inaccurate, misleading or violate student’s rights, 
and to have a hearing if that request is refused.

A more detailed explanation of these rights, 
the procedure to follow, and the limitations on 
the release of records are presented in the school 
district’s policy on the collection, maintenance and 
release of student records.  You may obtain a copy 
of this policy by contacting the Building Principal.

For further information in the screening procedures, 
evaluation procedures, and provision of services to 
protected handicapped students, contact Mr. Jesse 
T. Wallace, Superintendent of Schools, 304 Bailey 
Avenue, Uniontown, PA  15401 or call 724-437-2821
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The staff at Laurel Highlands School District continuously strives to provide the best opportunities 
for all students. We regularly review data, programs, and initiatives to identify our strengths and 
weaknesses. Below is a list of some changes parents may have seen this school year and/or will 
continue to see within the district next year.

Curriculum Updates
Mr. Randy Miller, Director of Curriculum and Instruction

More Co-Teaching Classes
	We have been providing teachers with 

professional development in co-teaching 
strategies and working to provide 
students the mandatory least restrictive 
environment.

Increased Technology for Students and Staff
	10 Mini IPads for students to use in the 

counseling office
	Interactive technology for all high school 

classrooms including document camera, 
wireless tablet and electronic clicker 
systems for students next school year

	More wireless access points at the 
elementary and middle school buildings

	IPad tablets for every teacher in grade 
K-3

Improved Gifted Program and Delivery
	The State set a limit on the number of 

students gifted teachers are permitted 
to have on their caseload. We have a 
committee of staff members working to 
adjust our delivery, and we are exploring 
additional ways to meet the needs of each 
student.

Required State Assessments
	PA Department of Education requires 

all schools to assess the knowledge of 
students using the PSSA in grades 3-8 
and the Keystone Exam at the end of 
the Algebra I, 10th Grade English, and 
Biology courses.

More Career Opportunities
	We have developed more programs that 

focus on exposing all students to various 
career opportunities so that parents and 
students can make better choices about 
their future like the district-wide career 
week and career portfolios.

Refined Curriculum
	Our teachers are currently aligning our 

courses to the NEW Common Core 
Standards

Implement Middle States Goals and Action 
Plan
	If your child is attending the high school, 

he/she is in an accredited school by the 
Middle States Associate of Colleges and 
Schools Commissions

More Effective Data Analysis
	Our curriculum is being moved into an 

electronic format as well as every aspect 
of data allowing for more effective 
analysis and action planning.

Continue to expand Laurel Highlands Online 
Learning Academy 
	We have partnered with the Intermediate 

Unit and our teachers are currently 
developing online courses at the high 
school level.  It will be several years 
before our courses are converted to an 
online format.

 Laurel Highliter                               DISTRICT OFFICE January 2014
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Thanksgiving Day 2013 was a very exciting 
day for the Laurel Highlands High School senior, 
Bobby Mertz. Bobby had the extraordinary op-
portunity to play the drum in the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade in New York City! The son of 
Robert and Joyce Mertz, Bobby played with the 
Great American Marching Band which consists 
of other high school students. 

It is an understatement to say that Bobby 
was looking forward to the event. He said, “It’s 
an opportunity of a lifetime.” It was not an easy 
road to prepare for this role. Joan Rissell, vice 
president of the Great American Marching Band, 
reinforced by stating, “They have to audition and 
they have to be outstanding.” Bobby originally 
auditioned his freshman year because it has been 
a lifetime dream for him. 

Bobby was apart of an elite group of students 
that are having elite musical abilities and achieve-
ments. Needless to say the band practiced all 
week preparing for the big event, with a six hour 
practice the Tuesday before. While it was a lot 
of work, Bobby says, “It’s a lot of rehearsal but 
a lot of fun to be around people who take this as 
serious as you.” 

The band did take a break to see the musi-
cal, “Matilda,” the eve of the parade. The Great 
American Marching Band played a special per-
formance at 9 a.m. and came back out preceding 
Santa Claus’ arrival. After the parade the band 
members enjoyed each others company at a din-
ner and dance. 

Music is a central part of Bobby’s life; he 
has playing the drums since fifth grade and plays 
the bass guitar. His passion is in music which he 
plans on majoring in at West Virginia Univer-
sity. Bobby is planning to try out for the WVU 
marching band. Laurel Highlands is so proud of 
Bobby’s achievement! 

Thanksgiving Drumming

Laurel Highliter HIGH SCHOOL January 2014
Mr. John Diamond, Principal

724-437-4741

Bobby Mertz, in uniform and ready to perform at the 
2014 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City.
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Who doesn’t love a great lunch? It seems 
like everybody’s favorite time of the day is 
lunchtime. One of the big renovations that took 
place at the Laurel Highlands High School over 
the summer was the cafeteria. The cafeteria has 
much more modifications than just the architec-
tural look. The food choices and atmosphere is 
altered too. One of the obvious changes is en-
closing the cafeteria and changing the locations 
of the work stations.

Mainly all of the comments of the new addi-
tions are positive. Hannah Chisler said, “I love 
it. It is really different and has a much more 
convenient set up.” “I think it is a more modern 
and a cool place to chat with friends at lunch”, 
said Hannah Mikluscak. The new wall that was 
built is a great improvement because students 
no longer will possibly be distracted from noise 
outside the classroom. With a wider range of 
selections, everyone is sure to find something 
appealing to their taste buds. The school district 
is trying to create a healthier and more tasteful 
menu for the staff and students. The cafeteria 
staff works diligently to keep the area clean and 
everything running efficiently. 

by Gianna Mollica
Whats New on the Menu?

 According to Mr. Walker, Food Service 
Director, the school district is trying to give 
many options to the students and staff. Whole 
grain pizza and whole grain chicken patties are 
offered every day in the cafeteria. Seventy-five 
percent of bread is whole grain. This year, the 
school district has reduced unhealthy snacks 
such as ice cream. Also, they are trying to 
promote breakfast this year. They are trying 
to promote breakfast. The district has offered 
prizes like movie tickets, Yum Yum gift cards, 
and even a free thirty minute session at Time 
Out Batting Cages. According to Mr. Walker, 
they are exploring the possibilities of having a 
grab-and-go breakfast. This means being able to 
get off your bus and grab a breakfast quickly. On 
Fridays, the school district is looking for high 
school organizations to serve the elementary stu-
dents breakfast and talk to them afterward. This 
promotes healthy eating, exercise, and it unites 
our community because younger children look 
up to older students.  The cafeteria has many 
great improvements that please the students and 
teachers.
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This year along with a newly renovated 
high school, there are six new teachers added 
to the high school faculty!  Let’s meet the new 
teachers! 

Mr. Riddell is the new Freshman Seminar 
and College & Careers teacher. Mr. Riddell ob-

tained his Bachelor’s 
Degree from Waynes-
burg University and his 
Master’s Degree from 
California University 
of PA. He loves the 
student-teacher inter-
action and the “light-

bulb” moment when students begin to under-
stand a new concept. His 11th grade History 
teacher Mr. Simpson made learning fun for his 
classes and inspired him to follow in his foot-
steps. Mr. Riddell says to any student who wants 
to be a teacher, “Don’t let anybody discourage 
you if that’s what you want to do.”

Mrs. DeMott is one of the new learning 
support teachers. She was inspired when she 
was a young girl to teach; however, it was her 
husband and daughters who 
inspired her to go back for 
educational degrees. She 
has three degrees from three 
different schools: a Business 
Administration degree from 
Penn State Fayette, a bach-
elor’s degree in Elementary 
Education and Special Education from Cali-
fornia University of PA, and finally a Master’s 
Degree in Inclusive Education from Seton Hill 
University. Mrs. DeMott loves helping a student 
learn different subjects and “witness them grow 
to become a well-rounded individual.” She co-
teaches Algebra 11/12, World History, and Civ-
ics. Mrs. DeMott says to any student dreaming of 

Laurel Highlands High School Welcomes New Teachers
becoming a teacher is to not give up and follow 
your dreams!

Another new teacher Laurel Highlands has 
this year is Ms. Ciciretti , a learning support 
teacher, who is also a  California University of 
PA graduate.  She loves to teach skills and watch 
her students master the 
skill. She teaches Math, 
Reading, Science, So-
cial Studies, Health, 
and Cooking. Children 
are what inspire her to 
teach. She feels that to 
become a teacher, one must “study hard in school 
and make sure you are patient, kind, and under-
standing, Everyone learns in their own way.” 

The fourth new teacher this year is Miss 
Ashley Thurby, a California University of PA  
and a Laurel Highlands graduate. While in high 
school, she was a member of the Laurel Highlites 
newspaper staff.  Miss Thurby loves when the 
students learn the content she is teaching them. 
Miss Thurby teaches Alge-
bra 10 and Geometry this 
year. Miss Iaconni, a fellow 
Math teacher, inspired her 
to become a teacher. Miss 
Thurby says Miss Iaconni 
is “the world’s BEST Math 
teacher!” Miss Thurby 
hopes that any student who wishes to become 
a teacher to “follow your dreams! It is a lot of 
work at times, but a very rewarding profession.” 

Next, is Mr. Fugazzato who teaches Biology, 
Environmental Science, and General Science. 
He obtained his Undergraduate Degree from 
Waynesburg College and his Master’s Degree 
from California University of PA. His favorite 
part of teaching is “When the student realized 
that he or she understands the material that I am 
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Laurel Highlands High School Welcomes New Teachers
teaching.” He wanted to become a teacher when 
he had the opportunity to substitute teach. He re-
alized that is what he 
wanted to do. His ad-
vice for any potential 
teachers is “choosing 
a career is a very 
important task and 
should not be taken 
lightly. Teaching is 
not for everyone. A good teacher must truly care 
about every student every day. It must be some-
thing that you love and feel passionate about. 

The English Department is happy to welcome 
Miss Andoloro. She attended Indiana University 

of Pennsylvania and finished her degree at Cali-
fornia University of PA. She student taught at 
Albert Gallatin and now teaches English. Miss 
Andoloro has always wanted to be a teacher ever 
since she was a young girl. 
Her favorite part of teach-
ing is, “my students. I have 
strong love, passion, and 
dedication to their educa-
tion. They present me the 
opportunity to learn from 
them as they can me.” Her 
advice to a student who has a 
dream to become a teacher: “If it’s your passion, 
then do it!” Congratulations and best of luck to 
the new teachers! 

Holiday Fun
The Family and Consumer Sciences Depart-

ment participated in the First Annual Ginger-
bread House Contest in Fayette County.  Mrs. 
Fike’s Nutrition classes will be submitting 10-15 
houses.  

The gingerbread creations were displayed 
at the Fayette County Courthouse on December 
6th and 7th.    The event benefits the Fayette 
County Community Action Agency.  The event 
also included tours of the decorated courtrooms, 
carriage rides, a silent auction, refreshments, and 
entertainment. 

The displays received 1,015 total votes by 
residents of  Fayette County. Our log cabin house 
submitted by Asia King, Noah Shanaherger, Jes-
sica Hunt, Cameron Gumper, and Adam Sepic 
won the top prize of $100 by receiving the high-
est votes of 244. All comments were favorable 
and Mrs. Fike could not be more proud of the 
hard work and creative abilities displayed in the 
gingerbread house project.
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 Mr. Michael Rozgony, Principal
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On November 18, 2013, Mrs. Crutchman’s  6th and 7th grade students visited Fallingwater.  They 
toured the property and participated in a workshop titled “Holding up Fallingwater.”  The students 
experimented with basic structural elements (e.g. beams) to understand how form and material in-
fluence strength before designing their own cantilevers. The workshop culminated when students 
tested their cantilever designs for structural stability, while discussing the strengths and weaknesses 
of each design.  The entire trip was possible through the “Wright in Our Backyard” and the students 
wish to thank Amy Humbert and her crew at Fallingwater for a splashing time!

Fallingwater Fun
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During the 2012-2013 school year, Laurel 
Highlands Middle School 8th graders set the bar 
a little higher on the completion of what was 
the most complex manufacturing project ever 
completed under the instruction of Mr. Shaun 
Valente – A fully functional gumball machine 
involving custom designs and creativity.

6th Grade Technology Education

For ten years now, 6th Grade students, in one 
semester, fabricate the electronic matching box 
project. Students have this class once a week for 
18 weeks - a total of 18 classes.  The project con-
tains a basic circuit enhanced with lights, batter-
ies, and control leads – all of which are donated 
by students and staff to cut costs.  Donors bring 
in old Christmas lights for the lights and wires 
to be salvaged.   There is an array of vocabulary 
words on the left and definitions on the right.  
Students learn basic circuitry along with how 
to plan and wire a matching game.  Two leads 
extend from each side of the box that are used 
to make contact with one word and that word’s 
definition.  Once the correct match is made, the 
two lights at the top of the project, wired in a se-
ries circuit, light up indicating a correct choice 
was made.  This project tends to be excellent 
choice because it includes some excellent indi-
vidual lessons such as organization, planning, 
measuring, wiring, soldering, symmetry, and 
much more!  At only 13 cents to make, not only 
is it extremely cost effective and engaging, but 
students love it! 

Laurel Highliter MIDDLE SCHOOL January 2014

Laurel Highlands Middle School Technology Education Program 
Shaun Valente, Technology Education

Laurel Highlands Middle School Technology Education Program – 6th, 7th, & 8th Grade

7th Grade Technology Education

Laurel Highlands Middle School 7th Grad-
ers have the luxury of making two projects dur-
ing the course of their 45 days in Technology 
Education. 

Tic-Tac-Toe Project:  The first project, a tic-
tac-toe game, doesn’t include much custom 
work; however, the other project, a clock proj-
ect, does.  The tic-tac-toe project, economically 
designed from 2x4 stock, includes nine holes 
in the top within a basic tic-tac-toe pattern cut 
on the table saw.  There are also two ¾” holes 
drilled in the side to store the 10 pegs, each at 1 
½” in length.  They are secured inside the game 
with a small rotational door attached with a 
screw.  After masking with tape, students paint 
the tops of five pegs one color and the other five 
pegs another.  This project involves drilling 13 
holes – all of which are strategically located by 
measuring.  Students will also use a scroll saw 
to cut their pegs and door.  The project also in-
volves sanding, masking, painting, and a few 
other technological problem-solving processes.  
This project takes about 12-15 days to complete 
from start to finish.  This project costs about 70 
cents to manufacture.

Clock Project:  The clock project, a legend-
ary accomplishment, is one of the first projects in 
Technology Education that students can choose 
any custom design in a display of manufacturing 
freedom.  I have a box of about 200 patterns for 
students to choose from.  These patterns include 
anything from the Pittsburgh Penguins logo to the 
famous deer silhouette chosen by many young 
hunters.  As time permits, students may 
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7th Grade Clock Projects
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also design new patterns under my supervision.  
After choosing a pattern, students trace the pat-
tern onto stock poplar to be cut by the scroll 
saw.  Once the project is cut out, students begin 
sanding the project. The image is transferred by 
using carbon paper.   The image is then perma-
nently engraved into the surface by a process 
known as wood-burning.  Students then begin 
applying color to the image by means of colored 
pencils.  Colored pencils can be used since we 
use low odor, water-based finish.  With a larger 
price tag, overall, the water-base finish definitely 
outweighs traditional oil-base polyurethane.  Oil-
base finish is harsh, and not only contains harmful 
fumes, but would break down and dissolve the 

This year was the first year that I taught 
8th Grade Technology Education.  I began to 
scramble for a new project for the students to 
manufacture that not only would be awesome 
and engaging, but something that would chal-
lenge students and require them to use a culmi-
nation of their problem-solving ability they had 
acquired from years past.  I was able to effec-
tively do this because I had built the 6th & 7th 
Grade Technology Education Program at the 
Middle School and I had knowledge of my new 
8th grade class’s ability and skill level.  

After researching online and creatively 
thinking what to make, I finally decided on pro-
ducing an operational gumball machine with a 
rotational arm known as the crank assembly.  
Containing about 10 to 12 parts, I knew this 
was going to be a challenge with five classes 
containing 25–32 students---but I accepted the 
challenge and moved forward.  

The attachment of accessories on the main 
block, the base (feet), and paint color is what 
really brought the projects to life, giving them 
a unique look.  After the projects were finished, 
I instructed the students to decorate the project 
with unique features such as bow ties and other 
objects.  Once completed, students felt an ex-
treme sense of pride.  They were very proud of 
what they just accomplished – As was I.  

This project required students to solve basic 
manufacturing problems. One problem was the 
crank assembly would capture one gumball but 
cut the second one.   

8th Grade Technology Education

wax from the colored pencils as well.  After two 
coats of finish are applied, a third and final coat 
follows a steel wool demonstration. Assembly 
and evaluation are the last steps of this project.  
This is one of the first projects that really rein-
forces a student’s creativity and self-esteem in 
the manufacturing world – A true ‘eye opener.’  
This project costs approximately $4.50 to make.
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Other problems involved the correct orien-
tation of attaching the base to the block joined 
by two dowel rods, or legs. 

In conclusion, students at Laurel High-
lands Middle School who transition from grade 
school have something really nice to look for-
ward to by exploring a new realm of educa-
tion – Hands-on Technology Education.  The 
best feeling as an educator is when students 
continuously say,” I can’t wait to have your 

Laurel Highliter MIDDLE SCHOOL January 2014

8th Graders Create Gumball  Machines

class” or “I love your class”.  This even led 
me to sometimes say on day one, “Welcome to 
Technology Education – Your favorite Class.”  
It tends to add a little character right out the  
starting block. One reason I wanted to write this 
article is to showcase what we do in Technology 
Education.  Pictures of the gumball machines 
will be posted on the school website under the 
“Technology Education” link on the homepage.

Pictured (Left to Right):  Katie Priester, Megan DiCenzo, Mrs. Scott – Assistant Principal/Federal Funds Director, 
Henry Nguyen, Jadah Jose, Conner Rapp, Johnathan Ek.

Holiday Toy Drive
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Middle School French students observed 
National French Week during November 5-12th. 
As part of this year’s celebration, Culture of 
World Language students focused on research-
ing francophone countries  beyond the borders 
of France and created national flag banners  that 
now adorn the French classroom. On November 
12th, French I students visited sixth grade class-
es to talk about the World Languages program 
and teach basic French vocabulary. During the 
week, French I students also focused their ef-
forts on meeting Mme. Markle’s challenge to 
recreate several of Paris’s most admired monu-
ments, works of art or representations of cultur-
al and historical symbolism . These efforts cul-
minated in a wonderful display of student work 
presented at this year’s French Club Breakfast 
event which took place Friday, November 16th 
at the Middle School. Special thanks are owed 

French Students Celebrate National French Week
to Mr. Rob Hartsek, of Hartsek Catering, who 
prepared made-to-order omelettes for students 
and staff in attendance at this year’s event!  Oth-
er highlights from this year’s National French 
Week celebration included learning La Marseil-
laise (the French national anthem), listening 
to contemporary French music and, of course, 
the celebration would not have been complete 
without a special visit from former Middle 
School French teacher, Mme. Dolores Shusko! 
Student’s presented Mme. Shusko with a com-
memorative LHMS French Club T-shirt and 
enjoyed catching up with her over croissants 
and hot chocolate at breakfast. Mme. Markle 
and French Club members would like to thank 
everyone who participated in, and supported, 
2013’s National French Week activities and 
events!
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French Students Celebrate National French Week
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The 7th grade creative writing students at LHMS created some interesting characters in Mrs. Johns/Mrs. Hixson, 
and Mrs. Tupta’s classes.  The students needed to “build a character” and write a fictional narrative to accompany 
their project.  Students used a variety of materials and their stories were quite entertaining.   

Letting Your Creativity Shine!
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While learning elements of art and experiencing various art techniques, students at Hatfield 
and Hutchinson elementary schools created beautiful fall artwork. Students in 4th and 5th grade 
used math skills to measure and then mix their own plaster to create leaf impressions.  Another 
successful fall project was when students used chalk pastels to create pumpkins and sunflowers.  

Pictured above from left to right top row first: Phillip Hall, Niko Vec-
chiolla, Michael Bittner, Terry Daugherty, Caleb Yanowsky; Bottom from 
left to right: Cayleigh Hopkins, Lindy Ferguson, Anna-Claire Belski

HATFIELDLaurel Highliter January 2014
Mrs. Heidi Mears, Principal

724- 437-7371

The students in Mrs. John’s third grade class-
room created turkeys to match their personality.  
Then they wrote a story about what they would 
do if they were turkey for one day.   Each turkey 
was uploaded to a program that allowed the tur-
key to have a mouth that moved.  The students 
talked into the microphone and said what they 
would do if they were a turkey.  Finally the tur-
keys were projected and the students were able 
to watch each turkey come to life.  

If I Were a Turkey

Hatfield Art Class
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On November 20th, in celebration of Ameri-
can Education Week, Hatfield Elementary School 
held a Career Day. Students in grades K-5 had 
the opportunity to learn about a variety of careers 
throughout the day.

Students rotated to visit selected career 
speakers throughout the day and were engaged 
in hands on career related activities.  Students 
took notes and asked meaningful questions to 
incorporate into career related writing activities 
in their classrooms. Some students experienced 
how an ultrasound machine works while others 
made flower arrangements and learned about the 
florist business. Others were able to learn about 
running a restaurant, photography, pet grooming, 
health care and law enforcement. 

Career Day Speakers:  Row 1:  Linda Gerard, Lynn Wyatt, Brittney Hall, Lori Ferguson, Heather, Heather Berish, Erin Phelan, and Dawn 
Hunt.  Row: 2 Scott Krofcheck, Natalie Crouse, Renee Triplett, Lisa Egnot, Stafani Plume, Tami Bella, Heidi Mears, Tom George.   Row: 3 
Dave Kaiser, Steve Neubaur, Clint Dittmar, John Wiltrout, Lucas Lytle, Mike Rozgony

January 2014

Career Day
Thirty-eight community members volun-

teered their time and expertise to share aspects 
of their careers with Hatfield students. The career 
speakers focused on the relevance of education 
at the primary level and related the impact of 
elementary school classes on their career success.

Planning for the event began in October un-
der the direction of Mrs. Lori Ferguson. Through 
the collaboration and teamwork of Hatfield’s 
Staff this was a memorable event for the students. 
We would like to take the opportunity to thank 
all those who volunteered and made Hatfield’s 
Career Day a huge success! 
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Special thanks to the following people and businesses:

Natalie Crouse, C&C Granite; Rachel Ainsley, Dietician; Sabrina Buterbaugh, 
Pharmacist; Clint Dittmar, Sales, Mark IV; Benjamin Morris, Exercise Physiolo-
gist; Tom George, Photographer; Bart Lemansky, Pennsylvania State Police; John 
Wiltrout, Aircraft Prep Technician; Renee Triplett, Retail Sales, Lowes; Dave 
Kaiser, Attorney; Lynn Wyatt, Choice Optical; Jessica Wilcosky; Pet Groomer/
Sitter; Erin Phelan and Dawn Hunt, Dental Hygienist; Jim Joyce, Attorney; 
Brittney Hall, Registered Nurse; Miranda Wisilosky, Flight Nurse; Dominic Sa-
batini & Tiffany Campanella, Dentist and Hygienist; Heather Berish, Ultrasound 
Tech.; Christina Lanzi, Lanzi Dance School; Mike Rozgony, Principal; Rachelle 
Frick, Uniontown Post Office; Lucas Lytle, Boilermaker; Tamie Bella, Home 
Health Aide; Dr. Christine Wilson; Steve Neubauer, Neubauer’s Flower, Inc.; 
Lisa Egnot and Linda Gerard, Nurses, WVU; Shantel Ruvalcaba, Fiesta Azteca 
Restaurant; Jeff Fisher, Scott Krofcheck, and  Stefani Plume, Pennsylvania State 
Police; Ron Gabriel and David Gaisbauer, Time Out Batting Cages; Sally Dobek 
and Kathy Show, Centra Bank

Career Day Speakers: Row 1:  Sabrina Buterbaugh, Rachel Ainsley, Rachelle Frick, Tiffini Campanella, Miranda 
Wisilosky, Christine Wilson,  Jessica Wilcosky and Lucy, Christina Lanzi  Row 2:  David Gaisbauer, Dominic Sabatini, 
Benjamin Morris, Bart Lemansky, Jeff Fisher, Lucas Lytle, Jim Joyce, Ron Gabriel

HATFIELDLaurel Highliter January 2014
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Students in Mrs. Ferguson’s First Grade class 
had fun learning about pumpkins.  Students esti-
mated how much their pumpkins weighed, how 
many seeds they had inside, the circumference 
and the height. Afterwards the students weighed 
their pumpkins. They measured the circumfer-
ence and the height of their pumpkin.  Students 
then counted the number of ribs their pumpkin 
had and estimated how many seeds would be 
inside. Students then counted the seeds.  They 
placed them on plates in groups of ten.  The 
students then counted by tens to find how many 
seeds each group’s pumpkin had. They compared 
the numbers based on the size of the pumpkins 
and the number of ribs each pumpkin had.

Pumpkin, Pumpkin
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During the month of October, our district 
sponsored a sock and essential items drive.  
The drive, entitled Socktober, asked for dona-
tions of items that were in high demand by the 
Uniontown City Mission.  Items that were col-
lected ranged from socks and undergarments to 
hygiene products and cleaning supplies.  The 
City Mission used all of the donated items 
for the people living in their homeless shelter.  
Socktober, inspired by Internet star, Kid Presi-

Socktober Drive

Family Reading Night was held at R. W. 
Clark on November 20th.  Students in grades 3-5 
created presentations on Trifold boards of a book 
they recently read.  All boards had guidelines 
to follow with items that would be a a graphic 
organizer such as characters, setting, plot, con-
flict, solution, and author’s purpose.  Over 60 of 
these projects were on display for viewing.  Also 
grades K-2 completed a “Book in a Bag” project. 
These students read a book and decorated a bag 
and put items in the bag that reminded them of the 
book.  Families in attendance also played Bingo 
for Books and listened to stories read by teachers.

Family Reading Night

Laurel Highliter January 2014R. W. CLARK
Mrs. Emily Kurek

724-437-9600

dent, was a nationwide drive that was created in 
order for people to reach out to those who are 
less fortunate.  As a district, Laurel Highlands’s 
donations of socks, paper products, soap, body 
wash, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and many other 
essential items filled 26 large boxes.  With the 
success of this, our first Socktober, we hope to 
make this a yearly event and continue supporting 
those in our community who are less fortunate.
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The second grade classes collected items to 
fill shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child.  
This was a service project that encouraged stu-
dents to bring items such as soap, toothbrushes, 
and school supplies to send to children in need.  
The students learned the importance of giving to 
those in need and sharing the Christmas spirit!

Operation Christmas Child

The second grade classes spent the after-
noon on Thursday, November 21 discussing 
what they want to be when they grow up.  
Students made posters describing what they 
want to be and dressed in the clothing they 
would wear for their career.  Students shared 
their posters with the class, watched a video 
about different careers, wrote a paragraph 
about their chosen career, and took a survey 
to discover what career type fits them best.  

What I Want To Be

50th Anniversary
R. W. Clark Elementary is celebrating 50 

years of dedication to education this school year.  
We will be having a 50th Anniversary celebration 
on April 26, 2014, at the school.  Former students, 
staff and administrators as well as current staff 
will be invited to celebrate.   We will have for-
mer staff and administrators speaking as well as 
an open house.  If you are a former student and 
are on Facebook, please ask to join the group R. 
W. Clark 50th Anniversary for more details and 
updates.   We are looking for old pictures. We are 
also sponsoring a 50th Anniversary T-shirt sale.  
If you can help or would like to order a T-shirt 
please contact Joy Frederick, fredj@lhsd.org.   

Fall Food Drive
During American Education week, R.W. 

Clark Elementary held a fall food drive. Stu-
dents were encouraged to donate non-perishable 
food items. The donations were used to make 
food baskets for families in the Laurel High-
lands School District. During this week, Clark 
School collects 495 items to help those in need.

Laurel Highliter January 2014R. W. CLARK
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Door Decorating Contest
As part of the American Education Week 

celebration at R.W. Clark, a classroom door 
decorating contest was held.  The theme for 
the door decorating contest was “R.W. Clark- 
Celebrating 50 years of Excellence in Educa-
tion”. The theme was chosen to help promote 
R.W. Clark’s 50th Anniversary.  Mrs. Rosiek, 
long term substitute for Mrs. Gudac, and the 
third grade class were the winners of this 
contest.  A big THANK YOU goes out to Mr. 
Miller for being the guest judge for the contest. 

THANK YOU!!!
On Friday, September 27th  the students and 

staff were placed on lock down following  an 
alert from the Pennsylvania State Police.  We 
found out later that Marshall Elementary as well 
as the high School was placed on lock-down 
also.  Unaware of what was going on around 
Clark Elementary; our past emergency training 
went into effect.  As a Kindergarten teacher, my 
students had never had an official school-wide 
stranger danger drill, but I had already held my 
own in-class drill and they knew exactly what 
to do.  Such great kiddos we have at Clark!  

Some students were on the playground when 
the announcement was made and in no time 
all students were safely locked in the school.  
Other students were having lunch in the cafete-
ria and were instructed what to do to stay safe.

After security officers contacted our Princi-
pal, Emilie Kurek, she announced that we were 
on code blue which means that all students 
would move to their homerooms and instruction 
could begin with the understanding that no one 
would be allowed to enter or exit the school.  

With helicopters landing and flying near 
our school, the teachers and staff continued our 
lessons as if nothing was going on.  We here at 
Clark are not only professionals but care so much 
for the students in our school and knew that we 
had to keep the students as calm as we could.  

Although we were not permitted to leave 
our school at normal dismissal time, the staff 
or students never complained.  We worked 
as a team safely walking our students behind 
our school, across the field and behind the 
neighborhood to waiting busses and par-
ents who were eager to see their children.

During American Education Week, the PTO 
parents held a thank you luncheon for the staff.

Laurel Highliter January 2014R. W. CLARK
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PICTURED:
Troopers & City Police:    Lt. Jeff Fisher, Cpl. Brian Mears, Tpr. Edward Stasko, Tpr. Ryan Burns, Tpr, Nate Lieberum, Tpr. Tim Kirsch, Cpl. Scott 
Krofcheck, Sgt. Jeff Schaeffer, Cpt. Juan Curry, Tfc. Alec Hamilton, Cpl. Tom Maher, Tpr. Craig Soltis, Tpr. Daniel Boyd, Tpr. Nathan Swink, Tpr. 
Andrew Barron, Sgt. Wayne Brown UPD, Chief Janson Cox UPD, Trp Gregory Furin

Teachers pictured:  Principal Emilie Kurek, Barb Rockwell, Jen Marmol, Courtney Gouker, Gwenna Kelley, Danielle Ward, Juliann Braddock, 
Jamie, Pilkulsky, Penny Goldberg, Beth Romeo, Bob Walters, Carol Swenglish
 PTO:  Beverly Gibbs & Susan Golden  

Career Day
On Thursday, November 21, 2013 , Clark 

held its Career Afternoon.  In attendance were 
a police officer, probation officer, members of 
the high school’s Junior 
ROTC program, a nurse, spa 
manager, and a construc-
tion project manager. The 
afternoon guests   came and 
spoke to the students about 
their professions.  Two of 
the professionals were for-
mer Clark students, which 
was great for the kids to see 
former students come back 
and talk to them about their careers.  We also 
had three parents who were able to share some 

knowledge about their profession. Leading up 
to the event, the teachers prepared their students 
by discussing with them career opportunities 
and possible questions they could ask during 
the sessions.  The professionals did an excel-
lent job with the kids, and the students asked 
great questions to further their knowledge in 
the professions that were represented here at 
Clark Elementary and invited security person-
nel from the Uniontown City Police Department 
as well as the Pennsylvania State Police who 
were involved in keeping us safe.  We want 
to thank those officers for placing themselves 
in the line of danger to keep us safe each and 
every day.  We also want to thank the amazing 
PTO parents who do so much for our school.

Laurel Highliter January 2014R. W. CLARK
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Are You Seeing Spots?
No, it’s just some of the teachers from our Hal-

loween party.  Each year our school has a parade, 
inviting parents to come and see all the creative 
costumes that other parents construct.  As we al-
ways do, our parade was held on a Friday, but this 
year it wasn’t in October, but November 1st.  Stu-
dents eagerly lined up after lunch to go outside 
and try to “Trick” their parents & relatives.  The 
weather was beautiful and many parents were 
able to line the driveway in front of our school.

Laurel Highliter January 2014R. W. CLARK

Led by Kindergarten, students filed out at 
the music room door and re-entered the school 
at the cafeteria.  Students then paraded through 
the classrooms so that everyone was able to 
see those creative costumes.  “Treats” were 
later given out during the homeroom parties.  

Thank you to all of the parents for those sweets 
and all your hard work on those amazing costumes

Teachers pictured:  Principal Emilie Kurek, Barb Rockwell, Jen Marmol, Courtney Gouker, Gwenna Kelley, Danielle Ward, Juliann Braddock, 
Jamie, Pilkulsky, Penny Goldberg, Beth Romeo, Bob Walters, Carol Swenglish
 PTO:  Beverly Gibbs & Susan Golden  
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Where Is Miss Nelson?
This year for “Dress your favorite book Char-

acter” Miss Brewer (a.k.a. Viola Swamp) and 
Mrs. Rockwell (a.k.a. Miss Nelson) chose their 
favorite book Miss Nelson is Missing by Harry 
,Allard.  In the story, the students in Miss Nelson’s 
class began to take their teacher for granted and 
began to misbehave.  That super smart teacher, 
Miss Nelson, came up with a plan to correct the 
problem.  She contacted the meanest, ugliest, nas-
tiest teacher she knew … Miss Viola Swamp.  She 
was known for her discipline, giving extra home-
work and no fun policy!  It did the trick.  When 
Miss Nelson returned to school the students were 
defeated and the problems stopped.  So when 
you have some problems in your classroom …. 
LOOK OUT …. Miss Viola Swamp just might 
be your substitute.  I hear she is a real “witch.”

Laurel Highliter January 2014R. W. CLARK
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While learning elements of art and experiencing various art techniques, students at Hatfield and 
Hutchinson elementary schools created beautiful fall artwork. Students in 4th and 5th grade used math 
skills to measure and then mix their own plaster to create leaf impressions.  Another successful fall 
project was when students used chalk pastels to create pumpkins and sunflowers.  

Hutchinson Art Class
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HUTCHINSON
Mr. Richard Hauger, Principal

724-437-6208
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On Thursday, November 21, 2013, Hutchin-
son students participated in a Career Awareness 
Day, “Planting Seeds For Our Future.”  The 
day began with a short assembly hosted by Mr. 
Gaydos, who presented the Dr. Seuss story Oh 
The Places You Will Go.  He discussed how it’s 
never too early to start thinking about what you 
want to be when you grow up.  His pep-talk pre-
sentation got the students excited to participate 
in the afternoon’s events.

Eighteen different presenters from the com-
munity came to our school to talk about their 
job and the education necessary to work in that 
career field.  They showed the students various 
components of their job, such as uniforms, tools, 
or other materials needed to make their job nec-
essary.  Students were placed into groups to see 
the presenters, based on the individual interest 
of the students.  Each group of teacher-escorted 
students was given a giant “Planting Seeds For 
Our Future” flower.   After each presenter, the 
students received a petal to add to their flower, 
showing all of the careers they learned about 
that day.  The flower they built throughout the 
day allowed for students to show their parents all 
the careers they learned about that day at school.  

Career Day
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Hutchinson Elementary 5th grade students are 
currently in the middle of a Social Studies unit 
on the different cultures and types of housing 
used by Native Americans throughout the four 
different cultural regions of the United States.  
As part of this unit, students were afforded the 
opportunity to build replica tepees and practice 
their skills as Blackfeet Indians chasing buffalo 
into a “buffalo jump,” a commonly used method 
by the Plains Indians which allowed the Native 
Americans to safely hunt buffalo by chasing 

5th Grade Social Studies 

them off of a cliff or “jump.”  Throughout the 
remainder of this unit, students will be creating 
cave drawings similar to those created by the 
Anasazi people of the southwest United States.  
Students will also be creating their own totem 
pole to represent their family, history, or artistic 
expression.  This unit will tie in to the impor-
tance of the relationships formed between Native 
Americans and both French and English settlers 
exploring the new world and how those relation-
ships helped lead to a global conflict (French and 
Indian War).

Wrapping up Hutchinson’s Fall Festival day 
was our Trunk or Treat event.  We had an amazing 
turnout with over 200 of our students attending 
in the evening!  This event gives our students 
and families the opportunity to enjoy the sea-
son by gathering together to socialize and meet 
one another in a safe, fun environment.   Forty 
Hutchinson families volunteered their time, and 
the trunk of their vehicles, to allow the students 
to trick-or-treat around the school parking lot.  
Families got extremely creative decorating their 
trunks.  We had a Star Wars theme, a Scooby 
Doo theme and a haunted grave yard, just to 
name a few!   Hutchinson Elementary extends 

Trunk or Treat
their deepest gratitude to these forty families for 
participating their vehicle (and treats!) in our 
Trunk-or-Treat event!  
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Hutchinson Elementary celebrated National 
Anti-Bullying Month by participating in a fall 
festival on October 24, 2013.  Students rotated 
through centers that each focused on an anti-
bullying strategy.  They completed activities such 
as making a friendship tree after talking about 
how unkind words hurt our feelings.  Students 
then shared kind words on the leaves of their 
decorated trees.  Other centers also focused on 
using teamwork to play a fall bingo activity, as 
well as creating an owl art project which included 
student writing about what it means to be a good 
friend.  Another great activity included reading 
The Affirmation Web, by Lori Lite.  Following 
the story, the groups sat in a class size circle and 
tossed a ball of yarn to a friend across the circle, 
while saying a nice thing about that friend.  After 
everyone’s turn, they ended with a big yarn spider 
web.  The students really enjoyed participating 
in all the activities!  Hutchinson’s Fall Festival 
provides the students with a great opportunity to 
put anti-bullying strategies to work in hands-on, 
creative, and fun ways!

This fun-filled educational experience 
couldn’t happen without generous donations of 
materials from the families at Hutchinson, as 

well as a grant provided through the Academic 
Foundation of Laurel Highlands School District.  
A big THANK YOU goes out to them for helping 
to make our Fall Festival possible!  Additionally, 
a very special thank you to a small group of 
FABULOUS fifth graders who spent countless 
hours of their own free time making and selling 
Buddy Bands!  They raised over $500, all of 
which was donated towards our Fall Festival 
activities.  This shows just how caring and special 
the Hutchinson students are!  The LH Academic 
Foundation, Hutchinson families, students, and 
staff made this event not only possible, but a 
complete success!

Fall Festival
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Fall Festival
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During Hutchinson’s Trunk-or-Treat event, 
families had an opportunity to vote for a win-

ner in our Pumpkin Carving 
Contest.  Congratulations to 
our winner Andrew Meyokov-
ich in second grade with his 
pumpkin “Hope,” which cel-
ebrated Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month.  We had so many 

creative entries that it was a certainly a close race!  
Our two runners up were Jeremiah Lehman in 
third grade with his pumpkin “Mr. Hauger,” and 
Aubrey Adams in Kindergarten with her pump-
kin “Cat.”  The Pumpkin Carving Contest is a 
favorite tradition among the students and staff, 
as they really enjoy seeing the creative outcomes 
of these “at home” family projects! 

It’s a Family Tradition
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Wrapping up Hutchinson’s Fall Festival day 
was our Trunk or Treat event.  We had an amazing 
turnout with over 200 of our students attending 
in the evening!  This event gives our students 
and families the opportunity to enjoy the sea-
son by gathering together to socialize and meet 
one another in a safe, fun environment.   Forty 
Hutchinson families volunteered their time, and 
the trunk of their vehicles, to allow the students 
to trick-or-treat around the school parking lot.  
Families got extremely creative decorating their 
trunks.  We had a Star Wars theme, a Scooby 
Doo theme and a haunted grave yard, just to 
name a few!   Hutchinson Elementary extends 
their deepest gratitude to these forty families for 
participating their vehicle (and treats!) in our 
Trunk-or-Treat event! 

Trunk or Treat
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Mr. Jason John, Principal

During the month of October, Marshall Stu-
dents pledged to be bully free. Several lessons 
were done in Guidance class on this topic.  The 
students and staff, with the help of the PTO, 
participated in a Bullying Kick Off celebration 
on October 11, 2013. Students learned about 
bullying and how to report it. Also, the students 
rotated through several team building activities 
and stamped their hand to our Bully Free Pledge.

Bully Free Zone

In observance of Career Week in the Laurel 
Highlands School District, Marshall Elemen-
tary hosted their second annual Career Day on 
November 22, 2013. Students in grades K-5 
rotated to 7 sessions throughout the day. Fourth 
and fifth graders were given the option to choose 
two careers that personally interested them to 
visit along with five other sessions. Twenty-
five presenters came to share information about 
their careers. The students had an enjoyable 
educational experience and learned about ca-
reer options they may enjoy. As a culminating 
activity, the students completed a writing prompt explaining a career that was most interesting to 
them.  Thanks to all of the presenters, Hartsek Catering, Kmart, Judy Jean Bakery and Career Fair 
Committee for your commitment to our students.

A Key to Our Future

G. C. MARSHALL                                          Laurel Highliter
724-438-5851

January 2014    

Students in the primary grades had the oppor-
tunity to experience an exciting show presented 
by Officer Phil, Safety Extraordinaire. During the 
live demonstration, students had the chance to 
learn valuable lessons in a fun, entertaining and 
informative way.  Officer Phil shared information 
on topics such as stranger danger, the negative 
effects of bullying, and respecting authority fig-
ures. The students’ attention was captivated by 
the use of magic, games and ventriloquism. Aside 
from the remarkable show, students received an 
informative coloring book to take home and share 
with their families.

Officer Phil Visits Marshall
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Marshall Elementary celebrated Grandpar-
ent’s Day on September 12/13th, 2013. Grand-
parents were invited to the building to have 
breakfast with their grandchild (ren). The stu-
dents loved being able to take their grandparents 
to breakfast! A wonderful time and breakfast was 
enjoyed by all.

Happy Grandparent’s Day!

During the months of September and Octo-
ber, Marshall Elementary students participated 
in our annual Pennies for Patients drive. Pennies 
for Patients is a service learning, character edu-
cation and philanthropy program hosted through 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society that aids 
thousands of children and adults fight blood can-
cers like leukemia.   With the help of Mrs. Janice 
Miller, each homeroom collected pennies in their 
classrooms.  Marshall Elementary collected 
$542.00 during our drive. Way to go, students!

Pennies for Patients

Cub Scouts
The third grade Cub Scout troop from Mar-

shall is continuing to help keep Marshall beau-
tiful for years to come.  Last spring they did a 
service learning project to clean up and plant 
flowers in the beds around the school.  This year 
they planted trees from the first grade students 
and staff in the front of the building.  The trees 
will grow for many years to come and will be 
a reminder that when students work together 
anything can happen.

G. C. MARSHALL                                          Laurel Highliter January 2014    
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Mrs. Renze and the student council at Mar-
shall teamed up to lend a hand.  Project Thanks-
giving Baskets was an initiative to ease the pres-
sure of providing a family feast on Thanksgiving.  
The Marshall Elementary student body donated 
delicious Turkey Day items such as stuffing, 
gravy, vegetables, cranberry sauce and rolls. 

Project Thanksgiving Baskets

American Education Week at George C. 
Marshall was quite an exciting week!  Among 
some of the activities on our agenda were school 
spirit week in which the students dressed accord-
ingly from hat day to professional dress up day, 
we recognized  our school bus drivers in which 
a over-sized bus card were created, signed, and 
then presented to the perspective school bus 
driver, we welcomed parents to our school on 
Parent Visitation Day, we had a food drive and 
collected items for Thanksgiving Baskets, and 
we wrote poems about “What Education Means 
To ME” and then read them over the public an-
nouncement system each day of the week.  In 
conclusion of our American Education Week we 
had a Career Fair.

American Education Week

G. C. MARSHALL                                          Laurel Highliter January 2014    

The items were divided into eight equal baskets 
that were given to families within the Marshall 
community. Projects such as these help students 
understand the importance of being compassion-
ate and thankful, especially during the holiday 
season.  

Pictured are students from Ms. Crayton’s and Mrs. Coffman’s fourth 
grade classes.


